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“1179 Non bydra feito corpore firniior 
Vinci dolentem crevit in Hlerculém. 
SATURDAY, February rath, 


PB HE letter, of which the following is a copy, was 
(@. lately dropped in a public houfe, by a perfon who 
y goes by the néme of Dodtor, but has ‘been long 
fufpected by afew individuals, of being in-reality 
a Roman Catholic prieft. The numbers, and 
other marks that occur in the letter, I have not 
h art enough to decypher: but it requires not 
mach fagacity to difcover their meaning from the 
context.” You are to take notice, ‘that it has neither date, fubfcrip- 
tion, nor fuper{cription, and ‘happens to have been inclofed in a cover, 


_ 1 RecEIveED your;packet by 34, and communicated the contents 
to with lift of Neophytes, to:48, who defires me to fig- 
a his approbation, of your geal, and his hope, that it will be al- 
ways governed with difcretion, He fays, he could have wifhed to 
fee more refpeCable names im. your catalogue of converts, the gene- 
sality of whom, if he may be allowed to judge from, their delignar 
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tions, will (he is afraid) do little credit or fervice to the religion they 
have embraced : but; in-times of dearth, the coarfeft grain is better 
than no harvett. 

refpeét to 18, opinion is, that you fhould in no thape 
intermeddle in the difpute. Too much hath been faid and written 
about that worthlefs impoftor. It is for the intereft of the fociety, 
that all enquiries of this nature fhould be <arefully avoided. He 
makes no fcruple to declare his difapprobation of xxx, and father J, 
and others of our perfuafion for their forwardnefs in procuring ma- 
terials for his detection. 

48 has perufed the periodical papers with unfpeakable fatisfaction. 
They have gone a great way towards confoling him in the affliction 
under which he and all our fociety now groan, from the triumph and 
cruelty of our enemies. They have opened up a profpect (which, 
it is to be hoped, Heaven will in its infinite mercy confummate) of a 
glorious reftoration—a reftoration of the church to her patrimony ; 
a reftoration of our poor perfecuted order, to that dignity and influ- 
ence which it formerly maintained. Nothing, under the miraculous 
interpofition of Providence, can fo much contribute to that re-efta- 
blifhment, which we all .fo fervently defire, as a conftant and pru- 
dent endeavour to divide and weaken thofe accurfed heretic tribes, 
which have deprived us of our birth-right, and fatten on our fpoils ; 
and this holy purpofe, will undoubtedly be beft accomplifhed by re- 
viving ancient animofities, and awaking that fpirit of difcord, which 
their common intereft, and mutual fecurity had fo effectually laid 
afleep. 

1 wae not have you too curioufly enquire into the motives 
which actuate thofe who employ their talents fo much to our 
advantage. Some of them are ftaunch friends fo.our caufe, and 
others are as clay in the hands of the potter. Tihey are rendered 
{erviceable to our intereft, without being confcious oftheir own uti- 
lity. Heaven has often made ufe of the vileft inflruments for the 
manifeftation of itsown glory. Much praife is certainly due to the 
projectors and patrons of the M—, for having firft fown the feeds 
of difiatisfaction, which, Ihope, by the Grace of God, will produce 
a plentiful crop of difaffeCtion to the reigning U—r. ‘The methods 
ufed in this procefs, of furmife, hint, parallel, fuppofition, and flan- 
der, are means fanctified by the ufe for which they are intended. 
They are only criminal when employed for wicked purpofes: but 
a meritorous when practifed for the benefit of our holy re- 

igion. 
- Tue authors of the other Antim 


| weekly produétions have 


improved upon the plan of their feniors. They have not only exer- 
cifed their invention for bringing the U—r into contempt, and his 
M-—r into deteftation with the people; but they have artfully at- 
tempted by general reproach, to provoke the whole S——fh nation 
into revolt—glorious defign! worthy of aCampian; a Parfons, and 
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a Garnet! How did my heart palpitate with joy and wonder, when I 
read thofe animated invectives ! How did my bowels yearn with love 
‘towards thofe pious Jabeurers in the vineyard of fedition! my {pirits 
were flattered with the mott replenhing hopes! Nay, I verily be- 
lieved myfelf.under the influence of divine illumination. Methought 
) faw 13 itripped of his gown, and fubjected to the pains and penal- 
tics of the land; exalted on the pillory, and abridged of his ears; 
tied to the cart’s-tail roaring under the fcourge, and appealing to the 
‘mob from the tyranny of a S—h Ad—-n, I faw in fpirit the intrepid 
and indefatigable 14, grinning hideous in his laft agonies under 
the repeated application of a C—l—d—ian cudgel! 1 faw him ex- 
pire; and.could not help confidering him as a martyr: I exclaimed 
in a rapture of devotion, O fanéte O fit anima mea, (non corpus, 
Domine, fed anima) O fit anima mea cum fanéio 14! I have particu- 
lar reafons, reverend father, for exempting 14 fromthe curfe pro- - 
nounced upon herefy. 1 know his principles: I am no ftranger to 
his perfon—I have teen him-—I have adminiftered to him in extra- 
‘ordinary acts of devotion. Individuals, you know, are fometimes 
indulged with extraordinary privileges for the good of the church, | 
have known divers true fons of the beatified Loyola, cloak their pious 
zeal under the profeffion of atheifm, and fignally promote the inte- 
reft of the church, by affecting to {coff at every form of religious 
worfhzp. 

Bur to return to my vilion—Methought I faw a flate perfecutor | 
arife. I beheld a L— M— hanged for fedition: I beheld an old if 
pilot conveyed through the public ftreets upon an afs, his faceturned 
to the tail, with a cap and bells upon his head, a flavering-bib under 
his chin, and a rattle in his hand. I beheld a plebeian orator in a 
woollen night-cap, beating hemp in Bridewell, and a B— feeding 
him with flummery. I beheld the torch of difcord blazing to the 
utmott corners ‘of the ifland ; the {word of civil fury drawn; the g—t | 
unhinged; the kingdom drenched in flaughter ; heretical apoflacy : 
trodden under foot, and the holy Catholic Church riding triumphant 
in the midft of blood and defolation. But, alas! that fulnefs of time is 
not yet arrived, The tribes of the North are too celd to kindle. They 
have bore the arrows of reproach with the moft mortifying indiffe- 
rence, They feem to me to have enjoyed in fecret the calumny of : 
their revilers, on the fuppofition that they were inftigated by ma-_ | 
lice and envy, that never fail to torment the bofoms in which | 
they are entertained, They have returned nothing but emanations 
of the moft chilling contempt. | 

Biessep bethe Lord! our friends have not been difcouraged by ° 


this difappointment. They have wilely changed their batiery, and 


pointed their artillery where, it is hoped, the breach wil! be found | 


raore practicable. They have induftrioufly ripped up old fores in the 
South, and, asI am informed, the wounds.which had been fo long 
cicatrifed, begin to fefter. They have conjured up the bots of 


two parties which had been damned to oblivion; and thefe falfe 
{pectres 
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{pectres glare at one another. They have furbifhed up and reared 
the tattered banners of faétion, and revived the war-words Whig and 
Tory, which like Guelph and Ghibelline, or like the cabaliftical terms 
Abraxas and Abracadabra, will, 1 hope, be the more efficacious, 
the lefs they are underftood. OJ! that Heaven would profper the 
endeavours of our zealous miflionaries, the undaunted C—, and the 
unabafhed W—! that they may be able to infufe the {pirit of ani- 
mofity, virulence and rancour, in the breafts of their infatuated 
countrymen! that they may prompt them to range themfelves under 
one or other of the obfolete enfigns they have now reproduced. 
While they remained divided, our intereft continued to rife; it was 
their union that proved fatal to our caufe... It was the union of 
Whigs and Tories, that drove our royal brother from the throne: it 
was their diflention which revived our hopes in the beginning of the 
century: it was their fubfequent coalition that drove us to defpair. 


As for you, my reverend father, your condué will require the ut- 


moft circum{peCtion. 
Ir will be your bufinefs to foothe the partifans of either party 


upon proper occafions: to praife this for his loyalty, and that for his 


independent fpirit; to fmile, and fhrug, and fhake the head, with 


proper fignificance ; to hint doubts, ftart difficulties, and hefitate dif- 


like: in a word, to blow the flame of difcord under the mafk of mo- 
deration. May your heart be warmed with the ardour of St. Igna- 
tius; may your fpirit be ftrengthened by the perfeverance of the 
blefled Xavier, and conducted by the temper of the beatified Borgia. 
May the bleffed Virgin and all the faints have you in their holy keep- 
ing So fervently prays your brother in the bowels of the 


Lord. 


To the BRITON. 


S1R, 

I am a plain man, and fhall ufe few words, tho’ the fubject of 
my letter is complaint. You muft know I am part-owner of the 
good Shp Britannia, and generally fail on board as fupercargo, fo 
that tho’ I be not a profeffed feaman, I know enough to diftin- 
guifh when we go at large or clofe-hauled, and can lenda hand upon 
occafion, to haul forward the main-top-bowling. 

In my firft voyage, our Mafter was a timorous, trifling old fel- 
low, that would be always creeping along fhore, and taking in our 
fails when it blowed but a capful of wind. The men ufed to call 
him an old bumboat woman, and fwore he always fweated at fight 


.of Mother Shipton’s chickens, I could have put up with his cau- 


tion; but I found the poor old fellow’s brain was but very ill-tim- 
bered. Inftead of fteering in a direct courfe to the Weftward be- 
fore the wind, he always infifted on going North-about, and had a 
particular pleafure in loitering away our time, with the expence of 
wear and tear, viCtualling, and mens Wages, in tacking to and fro 
in the German ocean. 
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AT firft, I was fo unfkilled in navigation, that I did not know we 
‘were on a wrong track, until I was undeceived by Wil! Timoneer, 
one of our hands aboard, who coming upon the quarter-deck, began te 
abuie the matter by the name of Goody Tripe, and declafed, that if 
we did not alter our courfe, we fhould in lefs than two glafles be 
bump afhore at the mouth of the Wefer. This Will 'Timoneer wa; 
never counteda thorough feaman, though he was rated able, and at 
this yunGure acted as one of the boatfwain’s drivers. He could hol- 
low fo loud as to hail at the diftance of half a league: he was well 
towed with gum, and would hold you jaw with e’er a fifher-woman 
at Billingigate. Beftdes, he had got the trim of all the ferappers and 
{crubbers on board, who danced to his whiftle whenever he piped, 
and now followed in his wake to prefer his complaint againft the 
amafter. | 

I consuLTED the officers, who acknowledged that the complaint 
was juftly founded ; and removing old Tripe from the helm, I put 
it into the hands of Will Timoneer, who was immediately faluted 
with three cheers by the crew at his back. Will, Sir, our new pi- 
lot immediately clapped the helm alee, put about fhip, and hoifting 
all.our canvas, began tofpank it away tothe We(ftward with a flow- 
ing fail. We got happily down the channel, took our departure 
from the lizard, and lofing fight of land, proceeded, as I thought, 
in a fair way to the coaft of North America, In ten days we made 
Jand, to my great aftonifhment. Jthought furely we had difcovered 
fome unknown ifland, or at leaft committed fome great miftake in 
our reckoning. I ordered our mate to prepare his quadrant, to take 
an obiervation at noon; I fet people at work to overhaul the log- 
line, and defired that the lead might be hove with all expedition. 

Att this time, Will Timoneer betrayed no fymptom of furprize, 
but kept the head of the Ship to the land, whiftling all the while 
with great indifference. In an hour’s fail, I could plainly perceive 
the treading of the coaft, and running up tothe wheel, “ Will Ti- 
“« moneer (cried I) Lord let me never feean end of the voyage, if 
“‘ that there land does not look for all the world like the mouth of 
“¢ the Wefer!”’ Will fhifting his quid from one cheek to the other, 
replied with great deliberation, “ ‘The mouth of the Wefer it is, fure 
‘‘enough.” Ithen began to upbraid him for deceiving me, and 
reminded him of his abufing Goody Tripe, as well 4s of his en- 
gaging to fteer another courfe. ** Damn your eyes ({aid he) did not 
“ you fee as how I changed the courfe? Tripe fteered to the North- 
«< eaft, and IJ fteered to the North-weft ; and both reached the mouth 
“‘of the Wefer. He crept along fhore like a fmuggler, and I kept 
‘ the open fea with ail our canvas fpread like a man of war. Here 
‘we are, and here we fhall come to an anchor.”"—So faying, he or- 
dered the fails to be taken in, and let goour beft bower in a very 
dangerous riding. The Officers, and all the old feamen ftood with 
their arms a-kimbo, and the reft of the crew obeyed his orders with- 
out further queftion. For my own part, I loft all authority.on 


board, and became a cypher in my own fhip. 
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‘We t, Sir, here we continued tilting among rocks, mifpending 
‘our time, confuming our provifion, making ducks and drakes of our 
broad pieces, and expending our ammunition in fhooting fea~mews. 
At length, Will one day took it in his head to flip our cable, and 
run further in fhore, till we found ourfelves embayed. As the fafety of 
our fhip and all our lives were now at ftake, I ventured to remonftrate 
againft his proceedings, and afked him in the name of God, what 
he intended todo? * Why, look you, (faid he) pointing toa narrow 
- channel between two rocks) I propofe to fteer thro’ that ftrait, 
“ and then we {hall be able to weather the head-land.” [begged him 
for the love of God, to defift from fuch a rafh undertaking; and 
offered to treble his wages, if he would order the fails to be backed, 
and let go the ftream-anchor. All the officers and old mariners 
joined in the fame fupplication. ‘* V’ll be damn’d if I do! (cried 
‘the inflexible barbarian) I'll either go my own way to work, or 
‘¢ the devil may take the helm for me.” | 

By this time our danger was grown fo imminent, that I looked 
for nothing but fhipwreck, and began to prepare for the worft, while 
Timoneer quitting the helm, thruft his hands in his fide-pockets, and 
whiftled the Black-joke, as if he had been at a hop in Rotherhithe. 
At this junéture, one of the quarter-mafters, a quiet fober fellow, 
whofe name was Jack North, leped upon the quarter-deck, and 
feized the tiller. The fhip was now too far advanced either to wear 
or tack, fo that he was obliged to fteer dire@ly into the ftrait, thro’ 
which he brought her fafe into the open fea, without the leaft dan- 
ger to her walls or bottom. He did more—Under his Pilotage the 
thip performed her voyage happily, and is now brought to her moor- 
ings in a fafe harbour—I forgave Will Timoneer for the injury he 
had done me; and as the fellow began to fail in his conftitution, 
procured a penfion for him from the cheft at Chatham. He re- 
lifhed the penfion, but inftead of thanking his benefactor, he once 
had the impudence to {pitin my face, and ever fince, he and all the 
ragamuffins of the fhip, the lubbers, the fcrubbers, and the fcrap- 
pers, headed by Captain Swabber, and Jack i’the bread-room, have 
been con{tantly employed in throwing dirt at me and Jack North, 
as often as we appear in public. Such is the gratitude of Will Ti-. 
moneer the penfioner.-—I leave the public to judge between me and’ 
him, and am, 


Your fincere friend, 


AUGUSTUS ALBION. 


( Io be continued. ) 


LONDON: Printed for J. COOTE, at the King’s-Arms, in Paternofler- Row 
Where may be had the preceding Numbers. ie 
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